Dear Editor, We thank Dr. Ribeiro for his interest in our paper. However, it seems that Dr. Ribeiro and colleagues misinterpreted our data. Nowhere in our publication have we mentioned a direct radiogenic destruction of teeth. In fact, others have studied this and gave evidence of the contrary [1] .
What we found in an earlier study [2] was that despite of a very high caries rate in the study group, the prevalence of apical periodontitis was not increased when compared to a general population. We hypothesized that changes in bony tissue following irradiation could partly be of influence in this observation.
Consequently, we wanted to study the prevalence of apical periodontitis in relation to the radiation dose, as we thought that bone changes in the radiation field could possibly influence the genesis and expansion of apical periodontitis. We found that of all teeth in the studied population, the radiation dose was significantly higher on teeth with apical periodontitis.
The observations made in this study could possibly be caused by changes in irradiated bone and changes in microflora of the mouth (and the root canals). Other studies, as mentioned in our paper, gave evidence of bone changes following radiotherapy. That cannot be denied.
We never stated that radiotherapy causes tooth destruction and this cannot be the conclusion of this study.
